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APAA Activities in 2025

The year in activities
Sit down with a cup of tea or coffee as this is rather a long read, but it will get you caught up on what’s been happening in APAA this year.

The executive board installed last year for 2024-2027 is still in place.

President - Irini Molfessi

Vice-President - Julie Oldroyd

Treasurer - Danae Seemann

Secretary - Elizabeth Koubena

Member-at-large - Manuela Tillack-Luebke

Alternate member - Maria-Christina Kalogera

Former board member, Karin Adrio-Appel continues to manage APAAs bank account and  dog sponsorships in Germany.  

Homing program
Our homing program continued with 40 dogs and 5 cats homed this year. The program has slowed down again, yet we have also taken in less dogs (63 dogs and 7 cats). 
Here’s a brief look at the events of 2025.  

January
In January APAA had to struggle with the continued rain fall in the area. This lead to  additional work to keep the kennels in shape and the dogs dry. 

April    

On 4 and 5 April, APAA hosted a booth at the Vrouva Farm Spring Festival in Aegina. There were t-shirts and hoodies for sale, and visitors enjoyed the good weather, life music and vegan food. The event gave opportunity for animal welfare groups to (re)connect. 4 April is Animal Stray Day worldwide. 

June
On Sunday 18 June, the Dutch supporter group for APAA organized a fundraiser in Voorschoten. By way of a pub-quiz about Greece, Aegina and the dog shelter, ans the sale of donated items, an amount of over1.000 euro was raised. Below: pub quiz question: Who's ear is it? 
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September
In September, we had a booth at the local Festiki Festival for 4 days, Sept 18-21. Julie Oldroyd and Elizabeth Koubena did the preliminary planning and inventory of items and put together a team of volunteers to work at the booth.  All of the 125+ hand-painted wooden plaques were created and donated by our small local art group, with hand-made bags and other items from Aegean Dogs supporters. We did well, selling about 75% of everything.  

As of September the crowdfunding for big renovations on the septic tank and water drainage took off. The sewage system, based on sand filtering, was installed about twenty years ago when the shelter was built. After two decades the sand filtering didn't work anymore and the pipework as well as the brick-built manholes needed improvement.   

November
On 7 November APAA's dog shelter was featured on Greek ERT1 TV, on the show "Proian se Eidon", where our shelter manager Elena Foudouki gives a brief overview of our mission, operation and goal of finding a good home for every dog. Please take a look at the video: https://www.ertflix.gr/vod/vod.671769-proian-se-eidon-467
November 29 we were present at the Together We Paw Festival, organized by Dog's Voice in Athens. 
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December
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The new APAA brochure is launched in December, just in time for the Christmas Bazaar. 
On 20 December the annual Christmas Bazar was held in Aegina, with the sale of knitted and crocheted artifacts for the benefit of APAA. The event was broadly announced, for example on Aegina Portal. 
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Our website www.animalprotectionaegina.com which came online two years ago requires continuous updating. We thank Marlies Knoppert for building it and maintaining it for APAA with some help from us. If you would like to keep updated about APAA activities more frequently, check the website.

     And as always, we want to thank our vets Despina Papachroni and Gianni Basdavanos for working with us through rain or shine to keep our dogs healthy and prepare them for travelling and for all the extra little things they constantly do for us.

The team at Animal Protection Aegina Agistri, Greece

